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The Big Water Supply Shift 

  





 

ucsusa.org/watersupplyshift 
 



The Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act 

 

 



Revolution #1: Information 

 



The “black box” is opening 

 



The “black box” is opening 

 



Revolution #2: Governance 

 



Revolution #2: Governance 

 



Revolution #3: Planning 



Past Plan Requirements  

• Maps and hydrology 
• Basin Management 

Objectives (BMOs) 
• Monitoring of 

groundwater 
• Plan to involve other 

agencies 
• Documentation of public 

involvement  

New Plan Requirements 

• Physical description of 
the basin (water level, 
quality etc.) 

• Measurable Objectives 
and Interim Milestones  

• Description of how these 
will be achieved 

• Monitoring and 
management provisions 

• How the plan will affect 
other county/city general 
plans 

Revolution #3: Planning 



 

ucsusa.org/measuringwhatmatters 
 



Measurable Objectives 



Effective Measurable 
Objectives 

• Define clear baselines 

• Set quantitative thresholds 

• Develop protective triggers  

• Incorporate regular measurement and monitoring 

• Account for uncertainty 

• Adapt to changing conditions and new information 

 



Set Quantitative 
Thresholds 

 



Develop Protective 
Triggers 

 



Measurement & 
Monitoring 

 



Account for Uncertainty 

 



“Planning and implementation horizon” 
means a 50-year time period over which a 
groundwater sustainability agency 
determines that plans and measures will 
be implemented in a basin to ensure that 
the basin is operated within its sustainable 
yield. 



Adapt to Change 



State water regulators  
at a crossroads 



Regulations could help avoid chaos 

 



…or allow chaos 

 



UCS comments 

• The maintenance of the sound technical 
approach to data reporting and standards; 

• The deletion of the term “substantial 
compliance;” and 

• The clarification of key concepts, including 
the sustainability goal and uncertainty. 

 



 



For more information 
 

www.ucsusa.org/measuringwhatmatters 

www.ucsusa.org/sustainablegroundwater 

 

Contact me: Juliet Christian-Smith 

jchristiansmith@ucsusa.org 
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